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Dear friends, 

PragueËs ģiĤkov stretches in the town district Praha 3 close to the centre and today we will introduce this quarter to you. 

We will also tell you about interesting history of ģiĤkov and its landmarks which make it a popular tourist location. 

Due to the vibrant night life and also its many caf®s, bars and restaurants Ģiģkov is called PragueËs Montmartre.  

 

Despite the numerous caf®s and bars ģiĤkov is also rich in interesting landmarks. The best-known construction is 

surely the ģiĤkov TV Tower raising high above Prague from a distance. Due to its height a view terrace with a wonder-

ful view of the entire capital had been set up on its top. Ģiģkov also contains V²tkov Hill with plenty of landmarks such 

as the V²tkov Memorial or the Military Museum. For rest and relax the parks Mahlerovy or Riegrovy sady are used. 

This PragueËs district is also home of the football team FK Viktoria ģiĤkov whose home stadium is located in a diffe-

rent place than in Ģiģkov. 

 

We also need to mention other important constructions, the local sacral monuments, such as the church NejsvŋtŋjĢ²ho 

Srdce P§nŋ (church of the Most Sacred Heart of Our Lord) in n§mŋst² Jiś²ho z Podŋbrad (square). Further also the 

church of St. Procop in Sladkovsk®ho n§mŊst² (square) or the the oldest church in Ģiģkov - the church of St. Roch 

located in the currrent OlĢansk® n§mŋst² (square). There is the largest PragueËs necropolis in the neighbourhood of the 

church ð OlĢansk® hśbitovy. More than two million people are buried there including such famous personalities as the 

student Jan Palach, Josef Jungmann, Jan Werich with Jiś² Voskovec, the hockey player and trainee Ivan Hlinka or 

actor and director Ladislav Smoljak é 

 

 

Vouchers: 
In this guide you will find vouchers. Print it or show at a restaurant in your mobile or tablet and 

enjoy the discount!  

 

How to use this guidebook 
In the guide will find a map. The map shows tourist route. This route we recommend as the best way through Prague 3, 

you will see all the most important. In the map are marked stops at major sights, the description in the text guide. You will 

also find links to museums, restaurants, hotels and other services that offer discounts or we recommend for the quality of 

services. You will find information about public transport and parking. In Prague, we recommend to use public transport 

to travel. 

 

Quiz 
Our guide presents quiz questions. Correct answers can be found at the end of the guide. We wish you lots 

of fun with their solutions. 

  

So if you want to take a walk around Prague, reveal some of its mysteries and magic, continue to read. We 

wish you a nice trip, have fun and we hope that you will keep on looking for our tracks. If you are interested in more 

information about Prague, just mail to praguecityline@gmail.com or you can find us at www.praguecityline.cz  or 

www.praguecityline.com   

 

Have a nice trip and a great time! 

Your Editorial Team of Prague City Line 

mailto:praguecityline@gmail.com
http://www.praguecityline.cz
http://www.praguecityline.com
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BASIC TRACK DESCRIPTION 

Beginning: n§mŊst² JiŚ²ho z PodŊbrad (George of Pedebra-
dy Square) 
End of the track: n§mŊst² JiŚ²ho z PodŊbrad (George of 
Pedebrady Square) 
Length of track: 5.5 km 
Walking time:  2 hour 30 min 
Orientation: educational ï historical,  scientific, sporting 
Difficulty:  light  
Price level: max. 500 CZK (based on the ticket selection) 

 
(1) Gregory of Podebrady Square, (2) Church of the most 
Sacred Heart of Our Lord, (3) The SkroupaËs Square, (4) 
Ģiģkov Television Tower, (5) The Old Jewish Cemetery in 
PragueËs Ģiģkov , (6) Telephone Exchange in Fibichova 
street, (7) Palace Akropolis, (8) SladkovskĨ Square, (9) 
Church of St. Prokop, (10) Bezovka, (11) Olġansk® Square, 
(12) Olġany Cemeteries, (13) Church of St. Roch, (14) 
Underground shelter Bezovka below Parukarka  Hill, (15) 
Paruk§Śka Park and Holy Cross Hill, (16) Basel Square, (17) 
V²tkov Hill, (18) National Memorial at V²tkov, (19) Army 
Museum in Ģiģkov, (20) Winston Churchill Square, (21) 
House of Trade Unions, (22) University of Economics, (23) 
Stadium of the Football Club Viktoria Ģiģkov, (24) Rieger 
Gardens 

 

   

History of ģiĤkov History of ģiĤkov History of ģiĤkov    

districtdistrictdistrict   
Ģiģkov used to be a specific town district of Prague. LetËs 
explore its rich history and learn about the origin of its 
name. In the article we will transfer to the period of Charles 
IV, our HomelandËs Father, and to the Hussite period when 
one of the significant triumphal battles of the Hussites 
over Crusaders took place.   

 

Quiz: 

With life the Zizkov district are associated  

names of a number of writers and bohemians.  

The best known is Franta Sauer 

1 / Do you know what the most  

enrolled in our history? 

A) in 1918 destroyed the Marian Column 

 in the Old Town Square 

B) wrote a book Franta Sil§k from Zizkov 

C) was throwing eggs 

 at the Emperor Franz Joseph I. 

View of Prague from The Rieger orchards 

http://www.praguecityline.cz/prazske-pamatky/historie-staromestskeho-namesti
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Settlement and founding of ģiĤkov: The contemporary 
Ģiģkov territory used to be a rarely settled landscape in the 
past, located behind the boundaries of Prague. V roce 1358 
the Emperor Charles IV issued a decision to grow vi-
neyards on the hillsides around Prague. The vineyards 
were also founded in the territory of the present-day Ģiģkov. 
Unfortunatelly, they were not protected and so they suffered 
from frequent raids of the hostile troops. There were some 
sixty-six houses and settlements in this village in 1837 and 
one hundred and sixty-nine inhabitants. In 1849 the territory 
was called Vinohrady and later in 1867 the Emperor Jo-
seph I permitted to use a new name, Kr§lovsk® Vinohrady 
(Royal Vineyards).  
 
ģiĤkov as an independant town: On July 16th, 1875, the 
Land Diet (Assembly) divided Kr§lovsk® Vinohrady in two 
parts, namely the current ģiĤkov and Kr§lovsk® Vinohra-
dy. The name Ģiģkov was officially permitted in 1877 and on 
May 15th, 1881, the Emperor Francis Joseph I raised 
Ģiģkov to a town. On January 1st, 1922, the town became 
part of Prague. During those years a rapid construction of 
new houses was carried out and around 1920 the district 
was completely built-up. It is interesting that one of the 
first tram lines was heading right uphill to ťiģkov.  
 
The Battle of V²tkov: Also the Hussite period is inseparably 
connected to the history of ģiĤkov. Especially the local 
hill V²tkov had played an important role in the history. It was 
called after a Prague citizen V²tek of Hill who used to have 
vineyards in that location. The V²tkov Hill entered the history 
textbooks by the date July 14th, 1420, when the Hussites 
under the direction of Jan ģiĤka of Trocnov defeated the 
Crusader troops. In commemoration of the famous Hussite 
victory a bronze equestrian statue of Jan Ģiģka of Trocnov 
with a mace which nowadays ranks among the first ten of 
the worldËs greatest equestrian statues was placed on 
V²tkov. The Hussitism also reflects in many street names of 
ģiĤkov, whose names very often refer to the representatives 

of the Hussitism or to the names related to the Hussite 
rebellion.  
 
 

Specific atmosphere Specific atmosphere Specific atmosphere    

of ģiĤkov districtof ģiĤkov districtof ģiĤkov district   
From its very beginning, Ģiģkov has been built as working 
class quarter for PragueËs poor, but not the rubble. Due to 
this fact a specific district was formed which was living its 
own life and followed its own rules. LetËs return back and 
smell the scient of old Ģiģkov. 
 
ģiĤkov Republic: Ģiģkov Republic or if you like, a city within 
a city or a state within a state, actually used to be a territory 
covering several tens of square kilometres. Its beginning 
was in PŚ²bŊnick§ street above Bulhar and it stretched 
across "ģiĤkaperkñ towards n§mŊst² JiŚ²ho z PodŊbrad (JiŚ² 
z PodŊbrad square) and far behind "Olġanñ. The time, the 
changes of regimes, the age completely wiped out the 
atmosphere which was present here still long after WW2.  
 
Television was still a distant future, radio was a hot trend 
available only for select ones. Not many spent time sitting 
over books here and as soon as the temperature raised the 
streets were full of life. Only few people stayed in the 
narrow and sometimes quite dark appartments with a 
cheap bulb. There were many pubs around. Although they 
were busy all the time, many of the drinking fellows were 
putting their pints on the window sills in the groundfloor or 
on the house stairs and they enjoyed smoking and gos-
sipping here. It was simply common for Ģiģkov to live in the 
streets.Cig§rka (cigarettes) were rolled with help of rolling 
papers and cheap tabacco. Pep²ci (Joes) held them sklifully 

View from  the V²tkov Hill 
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in their mouth corners or sticked them to the lower lip, 
where they were reliably moving even during vivid con-
versation. Dandies who nonchalantly pulled out their 
snuffboxes with bought cigarettes liked to clap them noisily 
while closing. But they had to be homeboys othervise they 
were suspicious and they would be likely to get beaten. 
 

The lovers of "Ľertovy obr§zkyñ (the devilËs picture books, 
i.e. playing cards) brought crates  from the yards and they 
were playing Mariage, "darda" or "cvik" until dusk. Almost in 
every second street someone from the older generation was 
playing the helikon bass accordion for his and other 
peopleËs enjoyment. Someone always gott them a beer or 
two. Women were discussing their matters in the yards or 
house galleries or in the narrow streets simply window-to-
window. Boys were kicking their hadr§ky (rag balls), balls 
from pieces of rags stuffed and  stitched up in old tights. 
Every little ground was occupied by marble-players. Those 
who had tin or rainbow marbles were the kings. There were 
many games, but they were played also anywhere else. 

Boys fought a lot, too. With one another, with gangs from 
other streets or with the strangers from other districts. Then 
they all got connected. You could see more sling-shots 
than anywhere else but they shot with "b§brlatañ - pieces of 
paper, not with stones. Breaking a window stood for proper 
Ăvixñ (whipping) at home because it was an extra expense. 
Girls were playing "pan§ky" (hopscotch), made tricks with 
skipping ropes or they created complicated hairstyles to 
each other. 
 
Motto: DvacetikorŢna, n®ni tak velik§, aby poraz²la Ģiģkov-
skĨho Pep²kaé(Twenty-crown-coin is not that big to knock 
down Joe from Ģiģkov..) 
 
ģiĤkovskĩ Pep²k (Joe from ģiĤkov): Native-born Ģiģkov 
citizens were easy to indentify according to their prolonged 
intonation. Teachers and parents who disliked it often 
corrected them saying "do not sing".  You could not hear 
people speak this way anywhere else in Prague but as soon 
as you "entered their land"  you could hear the singing on 
every corner. "C§pkov®ñ, i.e. contemporary teenagers, also 
had specific pace and moves. A sort of "rowdyñ. Some of 
them remained the same despite their higher age and if they 
behaved this way somewhere else they were immediatelly  
labelled with disdain as "someone from Ģiģkov. Ģiģkov was 
a working-class district but there was of course a number 
of various small handicrafts there, too. Social pressures 
during various crises when poor were getting even poorer 
introduced rougher atmosphere. Still nobody had to be 
worried to walk in the street like in some places these days. 
Tiny disagreements were solved directly and people visited 

Gregory of Podebrady Square 

Quiz: 

2 / Do you remember, how to  

recognize so called Zizkov Joe? 

A) he worked as a mason 

B) he is often involved in anti- government 

demonstrations 

C) he spoke a specific intonation of words so 

called Singing 

http://www.praguecityline.cz/prazske-pamatky/historie-staromestskeho-namesti


 ф 

www.praguecityline.com 

authorities or police very seldom. There was a tension 
during frequent dance parties, especially if 
"omet§ciñ (dudes) from other districts arrived. Ģiģkov boys 
were extra sensitive to see some strangers around "their 
girls". Those who still dared were also no "houskov® or 
chabrusov®" (cowards)  so sometimes it was pretty hot 
around. 
 
"Attending voilin classes" was never typical for Ģiģkov, so 
still in the 1950s, although it was "unsocialisticñ, it was 
easier here than anywhere else to get beaten ("dostat na 
budku)ñ. But as the people started to do better (Ale jak se 
lid®, alespoŔ spoleļensky, zaļali m²t l®pe the atmosphere 
of old Ģiģkov slowly started to disappear and these days, 
nobody would recognize the native ģiĤkov citizen anymore. 
 
 

ððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððð   
1. Gregory of Podebrady Square1. Gregory of Podebrady Square1. Gregory of Podebrady Square
(N§mŊst² JiŚ²ho z PodŊbrad) (N§mŊst² JiŚ²ho z PodŊbrad) (N§mŊst² JiŚ²ho z PodŊbrad)    
ððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððð   
GPS: 50Á4ô41.16ǌN, 14Á27ô1.08ǌE 
Public transport: 
Tram No: 11, 13 ï JiŚ²ho z PodŊbrad stop 
Bus No: 136, 175 Flora stop (from here take a tram No.11 which 
will take you as far as JiŚ²ho z PodŊbrad stop) 
Underground: Line A ï JiŚ²ho z PodŊbrad stop 
More informations: http://www.praguecityline.com/prague-
monuments/jiriho-z-podebrad-square 
 

We will start our trip through Prague 3 in n§mŊst² JiŚ²ho z 
PodŊbrad (JiŚ²ho z PodŊbrad Square) which is located close 
to Vinohradsk§ street. The square is formed by a park with 
a church tower of the church NejsvŋtŋjĢ²ho Srdce P§nŋ 
(Church of the Most Sacred Heart of Our Lord) raising in 
its middle. 
 
The square was founded in 1896 and until 1948 it was called 
n§mŊt² kr§le Jiś²ho (King George Square). It got its current 
name n§mŋst² Jiś²ho z Podŋbrad in 1948. The square is 
currently surrounded by houses and there are even several 
entrances that lead into a metro vestibule of line A ð Jiś²ho z 
Podŋbrad station. 
 
There used to be gardens in the past where we are standing 
now which in the 19th and 20th century turned into an 
urban park. The park currently occupies the main area of 
the square. The park went through an extensive recon-
struction between 2001-2003 during which the green 
space was completely revitalized and new trees were 
planted and the park was newly paved  and therefore beca-

me a suitable place for hiking. Yet the park is not the only 
view point of JiŚ²ho z PodŊbrad Square. Greatest attention 
belongs to the local sacred monument which due to its 
unusual appearance attracts every passer-by. 
 
It is a parish church NejsvŋtŋjĢ²ho Srdce P§nŋ. The 
church was built between 1929 ï 1932 based on a project 
of a noted architect Josip PleĽnik. The church was built in a 
very specific style ï in modernist neoclassicism. It is used 
by Roman-Catholic Church these days. The church tower 
is remarkable, it raises over forty meters high. In the square 
tower which is closed by a huge copper dome and a tall 
cross at its top there are six bells inside. You can notice 
the glassed-in clock in wider parts of the tower whose dial 
has nearly eight meters in diameter. 
 
You can also spot a stone fountain in the park which is 
located in the south-west part of the square, not far from the 
metro exit. It is a fountain by sculptor ġedivĩ which was 
made according to a design of Hana H¿bschmannov§. The 
park is currently used especially for walking and also for 

Gregory of Podebrady Square 

http://www.praguecityline.com/prague-monuments/jiriho-z-podebrad-square
http://www.praguecityline.com/prague-monuments/jiriho-z-podebrad-square

